Trinity College

Trinity College Digital Repository
Resist Newsletters

Resist Collection

10-31-1989

Resist Newsletter, Oct. 1989
Resist

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/resistnewsletter

Recommended Citation
Resist, "Resist Newsletter, Oct. 1989" (1989). Resist Newsletters. 217.
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/resistnewsletter/217

Inside: Julie Light on the Abortion Debate in Nicaragua

Newsletter #219

A Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority

October, 1989

Foreign Investors Seek to
Establish a New Country
on Haitian Island
COMMITTEE AGAINST
REPRESSION IN HAITI
This article and the accompanying article on the response of the popular
movement in Haiti are reprinted with
permission from Haiti Report, June,
1989.

The

island of La Tortue, six miles
off Haiti's north coast, was once· the
home base of pirates who plundered
seventeenth-century European sailships laden with treasure from the
Caribbean and South America. At
night, the story goes,' the mountainous
85 square mile island would twinkle
with hundreds of boucans - or campfires - of its marauding inhabitants.
From this practice came their name,
buccaneers.
More recently, the island has fallen
prey to modern-day pirates of a different sort. These are not swash-buckling
thieves roasting pigs over an open fire
continued on page four
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Lend Resist a Hand
Dear Friends,
I was glad to see in your recent newsletter (Issue #217, July/August, 1989)
the analyses of the current upsurge in
environmentalism. From our perspective in COMO, there is a distinct danger
that, as the emphasis of activist energy
shifts to the environment, concern over
miHtarism will become submerged. It
was during the post-Vietnam period,
when such a shift last occurred, that the
foundation was laid for the arms race
and militaristic policies of the 1980s. If
we are not careful in our approach to
environmental politics, we may commit
the same strategic mistakes and set the
stage for another period of regression
during the 1990s.
It may be that the real challenge in the
next decade will be to convince those attracted to the new environmentalism to
adopt and project a broader perspective. It is impossible to change harmful

policies and behavior patterns if root
causes aren't explicitly identified and
opposed. If the value systems of militarism and capitalism aren't forcefully
challenged, we'll never break out of the
destructive cycle that includes ecocide
along with many other problems.
To avoid this, peace, social justice
and environmental groups have to turn
away from the single issue, short-term
mode of thinking that has historically
dominated these movements in the U.S.
I don't think this will happen naturally;
it will require much debate and internal
education. I hope there will be more discussion on this in future Resist newsletters.
For Peace and Justice
Rick Jahnkow
Committee Opposed to Militarism
and the Draft (COMO)
San Diego

We Thought You Might Be Interested ...
Database Project on Palestinian Human Rights
Resist would like to remind our readers of a resource made available to us
from one of our grantees, the Database
Project on Palestinian Human Rights.
This organization, founded in May,
1986, provides comprehensive, reliable
and accessible information on violations of human rights in the Israelioccupied West Bank and Gaza Strip.
The Project is a joint undertaking of the
Jerusalem-based Palestine Human
Rights Information Center and the
Human Rights Research and Education
Foundation in Chicago. The Jerusalem
office conducts field research and prepares the information. The Chicago office uses this data to write special
reports and respond to requests for information.
The monthly packets from the Database Project contain extremely detailed
material that goes far beyond what is
available in most other publications including the U.S. Left press. Each
packet includes a detailed list of all
those wounded or killed including the
person's (often the child's) age and type
of injury or cause of death. Though
these lists can by gruesome and upsetting to read, those of us concerned
about the conflict cannot afford to shut
Page Two

our eyes to these realities. The updates
also include articles on the current political context for events; circumstances
behind most major incidents of violence; information on the health status
of men and women in prison; lists of
house demolitions, tree uprootings, and
land confiscations; and letters from
Palestinian activists asking for specific
kinds of support.
The Database Project has published
several special reports including The
Cost of Freedom, summarizing the
events of 1988; Settler Violence During
the Uprising; and packets on children,
economics, education, human rights,
labor, prisons, and women's issues. The
organization has just released a booklength document on all aspects of the
Intifada during 1988. If you are interested in reviewing these materials, or
have suggestions about how we could
best utilize them, please call Tatiana at
the Resist office (617) 623-5110. Resist
also receives a range of other resources
on the conflict, including newsletters
from Israeli groups opposed to the occupation. To contact the Database Project directly, write: Database Project on
Palestinian Human Rights, 1 Quincy
Court, Suite 1308, Chicago, IL 60604.
Resist Newsletter

There are many ways throughout the
year that you can support the work of
Resist. You can send us a donation, become a pledge, buy a T-shirt for a
friend. Tell your friends about Resist
and encourage them to support us. If
you would like copies of our brochure
to pass out, let us know. Give us the
names and addresses of friends we
should contact about Resist. (Let us
know if we can use your name when we
contact them.) Find out if your workplace has a matching grants program.
And if you are in the process of writing
or amending your Will, you might
think about leaving a sum or a percentage to Resist, to help us through our
next 22 years. Resist is a non-profit,
tax-exempt corporation. Donations are
tax deductible.
And don't forget to let groups in
your area know about us, and encourage them to apply for grants. Send us
the names and addresses of any groups
to whom we should send grant guidelines.
And thanks for your continued support.
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Abortion Rights Reform on the
Feminist Agenda in Nicaragua
JULIE LIGHT

Athough three women recovering
recently in a Managua hospital did not
know each other before being admitted,
they have a lot in common. They worry
about stretching their household budgets and feeding their kids, while in the
midst of Nicaragua's economic crisis.
The three have something else in common: they were admitted to the Bertha
Calderon Women's Hospital hemorrhaging from illegal abortions.
"Even with both my husband and I
working we can't make ends meet, "
said Ana, 26, who has two small children. "Every day the economic situation suffocates us more and more, "
agreed Yamilet, who already has two in
diapers. "How could I have another
baby?" Their 17 year old roommate
had a harder time talking about her
experience. The midwife who introduced a thin metal instrument known as
a "sonda" into her uterus botched the
operation so badly that she will never be
able to have children.
Abortion Controversy Has Been
Brewing

The abortion controversy is coming
out into the open in Nicaragua. After
years of arming themselves with data,
Nicaraguan feminists are gearing up to
fight to reform abortion legislation.
Recently, the Nicaraguan Women's
Association (AMNLAE) came out for
the first time in favor of decriminalized
abortion as "a necessity-and a woman's
right.'' However, no formal bill has
been introduced and it is unlikely abortion rights will come up for debate in the
legislature this year.
The situation here is not much different from most of Latin America where
abortion continues to be illegal. Abortion rights advocates have had to be
very strategic in the way they pose the
debate, choosing to focus on public
health and economic issues. Nor is there
a grassroots anti-abortion movement,
as in the U.S. Instead, abortion foes
rely on the weight of tradition to bolster
their position, while the debate over
#219

whether to legalize abortion is taking
place within the Sandinista Front.
''There is room to raise the issue
within the Front, but there is no consensus on abortion rights," explained
Angela Rosa Acevedo, a Sandinista
representative in the Nicaraguan legislature. However, a poll conducted by
Acevedo's law school class found the
majority of Managuans supported easing abortion restrictions in some form,
and that the vast majority knew at least
one woman who had resorted to illegal
abortion.

Most said they had obtained abortions
for economic reasons. "The woman
who has an abortion isn't a Martian
who landed in a UFO; she could be your
neighbor," said Altamirano.
She explained that when she began
her study, many patients who had had
illegal abortions died despite efforts to
save them, making Nicaragua's maternal mortality rate twice the international average. Since Altamirano's
groundbreaking study women have
begun to come to the hospital before it's
too late, admitting that they have had

Most women who came to the hospital as a result of
illegal abortions were not from marginal backgrounds
. . . Instead, they were between 20 and 30 years old,
married with children, Catholic, and equally divided
between women working inside and outside the home.
President Daniel Ortega recently told
a meeting of the Sandinista Youth
organization that while he did not
necessarily oppose legalized abortion,
he did not think the issue should be at
the forefront of the struggle for
women's rights. Instead the President
suggested emphasizing sex education
and birth control as an alternative to
abortion.
Abortion rights advocates, on the
other hand, believe it's time to act.
When Ligia Altamirano was fresh out
of medical school six years ago she was
assigned to Bertha Calderon's intensive
care unit. She discovered that the.
majority of women who wound up
there were victims of back alley abortions, and illegal abortions were the
leading cause of death at the women's
hospital.
In 1985, Altamirano and her colleagues did a study showing that most
women who came to the hospital as a
result of illegal abortiqns were not from
marginal backgrounds, as was commonly believed. Instead, they found
that they were between 20 and 30 years
old, married with children, Catholic,
and equally divided between women
working inside and outside the home.
Resist Newsletter

abortions. It is now uncommon for a
woman to die from complications due
to an illegal abortion. However, women
from the countryside still face a high
risk of death from botched abortions.
"Therapeutic" Abortions Available

More women are going to the hospital first to apply for legal ''therapeutic" abortions. They are interviewed by a four-person committee
made up of the director of the women's
hospital, a physician, a nurse and a representative of AMNLAE. The committee must adhere to strict legal guidelines
in evaluating the cases, reaching a decision based on the woman's physical and
mental well-being, secondarily taking
economic factors into account. Isabel
Beteta, a nurse who sits on the committee, said the members hope to expand
the criteria to stress economic factors.
"Most of the women who are turned
down show up on the ward following an
illegal abortion anyway,'' she explained, "and that's what we want to
avoid."
Before government austerity measures were imposed at the beginning of
1989, the committee was receiving
continued on page four
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continued from page three

continued from page one

about half a dozen applications a day.
Following the measures, which included massive layoffs, the number
jumped to between 18 and 24 a day.
Only a handful of women who can afford a private doctor manage to avoid
back-alley abortionists if they are
turned down by the women's hospital
committee.
At the same time, the Nicaraguan
Ministry of Health appears to be looking the other way while a couple of private Managua clinics are making safe,
vacuum-suction abortions available.
While their fees are steep for the
average wage earner, they reportedly do
not turn away those who cannot pay.

Bolafios and Altamirano belong to
the women's caucus of the Sandinista
professional association, which has
been at the forefront of the abortion
rights debate. However, in the Nicaraguan political context, Altamirano prefers to tackle abortion as a public
health, rather than a feminist, issue.
"It's just a handful of feminist intellectuals who use the argument that a
woman has the right to control her own
body. The woman on the street may
agree with that, but she's much more
down to earth in her reasoning. She'll
talk to you about her economic realities," said Altamirano, adding that
grassroot support was critical in the

' 'It's just a handful offeminist intellectuals who use
the argument that a woman has the right to her own
body. The woman on the street may agree with that, but
she's much more down to earth in her reasoning. She'll
talk to you about her economic realities. ''
-

-

---~

Observers note that this "wink-and-anod'' from health officials may be the
first step in a strategy to bring
Nicaraguan laws more in line with the
country's reality. However, because
these clinics are conducting the abortions at the margin of the law, they must
depend on word of mouth to advertise
their services, and poor women, outside
the abortion rights network, are not
likely to know of them.
Church Hierarchy Strangely Silent

Despite Nicaragua's strong Roman
Catholic tradition, the church hierarchy
has been stragely silent on the abortion
issue. Nor does religion appear to be the
major factor in most women's decisions
to seek an abortion. ''Once a woman
has her back against the wall she's not
afraid of going to hell. What she's really
afraid of is the four year prison term
awaiting her if she's caught," said Alta-:
mirano, who also sits at the head of the
hospital committee that hears abortion
requests.
In practice, virtually no woman is
prosecuted for having an illegal abortion. However, the laws on the books
dating back to the last century are ''very
cruel and machista, '' according to attorney Maria Lourdes Bolanos, the
former head of the government's
Women's Legal Office. "A woman is
treated like she's her husband's property, like she's nothing but a baby factory," she added.
Page Four

and sporting eye-patches. They wear instead pin-stripe suits and custom-made
cowboy boots. They are multimillionaires who dream of buying La
Tortue wholesale from the Haitian government and setting up a sovereign
"tropical paradise" where Haitians
would only visit with a passport or a
work permit to provide cheap labor.
Such is the proposal of Lund International, Inc., an Orlando, Florida-based
concern, which has petitioned three
Haitian governments in the past three
years since the fall of Jean-Claude
Duvalier to lease Haitian territory for
$250 million for 198 years - about
$1.26 million a year. The proposal was
first made for La Tortue in late 1986; at
one point, the Namphy government
proposed instead the Ile de Gonave in
Port-au-Prince bay; afterwards, negotiations returned to La Tortue.
The firm intends to invest between
$14 and $20 billion, building over
20,000 high-priced condominium
homes, luxury hotels, 8 18-hole golf
courses, tidal power facilities, pharmaceutical plants, oil refineries, hospitals,
schools, roads, and an international airport, among other things. Lund would
also lease 20,000 acres along Haiti's
northern coastline (see shaded areas on
map) for a duty-free industrial park.
Both the island and the territory on the
Haitian mainland would be ceded to the
newly formed ''Republic of La
Tortue,'' which would have its own
laws, citizens, and flag.

fight for abortion rights.
The contra war has forced the country to unite around military and economic survival. AMNLAE has shared
these priorities. A minority within the
women's movement has also raised
issues that directly address sexism, like
machismo, sexual harrassment, domestic violence and abortion. "If peace
comes and there is more stability in the
country, then women will be able to
turn their attention to these issues. It
won't be a question of putting women's
concerns on the back burner, as has Norman Lund's Fantasy Land
happened over the last ten years," for the Super-rich
legislator Angela Rosa Acevedo
The story, which broke over Port-auPrince's Catholic station Radio Soleil,
observed.
Meanwhile, as a physician, Ligia on May 22, aroused patriotic outrage,
Altamirano is concerned that abortion particularly when the weekly newspaper
not replace contraception, which is ex- Haiti Progres published an interview
pensive and not easily available in Nica- with Norman Lund, the firm's presiragua's scarcity economy. "What good dent, on May 31. ''There are several
does it do to educate a woman on all the reasons why we must have control of
birth control methods, if they are not the island, such as autonomy~ soveravailable in the country? Education and eignty, or however you want to call it. It
accessibility have to go hand in hand," all adds up to the same thing. We
she argued.
couldn t get a dime if we didn't,'' Lund
Abortion continues to be a political said. "Our money people will not touch
hot potato in Nicaragua, and no candi- it unless we have full autonomy."
date is likely to include abortion rights
And who are Lund's "money
in his or her platform in next year's elec- people" who are only interested in
tions. The women's association fell investing in an autonomous country to
short of placing decriminalized abor- be amputated from Haiti? "There are
tion on their list of demands for the people all over this world, very wealthy
Sandinista electoral platform, instead people, very honorable people, very
opting for weaker and more general Ian- good people, who are looking for a
continued on page seven
continued on page five
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continued from page four

place where they can be safe and have a
home for their kids .... There's been an
awful lot of planning put into this. We
have contacts with people in Japan,
Hong Kong, and Europe who are ready,
willing, and able to move once we can
provide a place for them to come.''
But what about security for this society of the super-rich? "We will have one
of the strictest security systems that
you've ever seen as far as any terrorists
or anything of this kind coming in to
bother us. It will be safe, I guarantee
you ... I don't know if you are familiar
with all the new electronic devices for
the surveillance of people who are trying to get in. But we're very conscious
of this."

''We'll have all their
history, we 'II have their
medical records and
everything right in that
computer chip . . . so when
he comes to work, he just
has to use that card. It
clocks him in and we know
everything about him ...
That's his work permit.
That's his ID card. ''
What background does Lund International, Inc. have to guarantee the
capital and security for a project of this
size? ''Most of us are former military
people," Lund responds. "One is the
former president of a major university
here in the United States. One investor
is the former Chairman of the Board of
a. division of the Federal Reserve under
the Reagan Administration, a prominent government official. Another is
the former governor of a state in the
United States. One is also a Ph.D.
nuclear physicist. As I say, most of
these are very prominent people."
Lund makes it clear that Haitians,
even those now living on the island "are
not citizens of this country ... they
would be there with work permits.''
And no ordinary permits at that. "We
anticipate using a card, pretty much like
a credit card, as an ID card .... And in
there, there is a complete set of computer chips secured. We'll have all their
history, we'll have their medical records
and everything, right in that computer
chip .... So when he comes to work, he
just has to use that card. It clocks him
#219

in, and we know everything about him
.... Everything is in there, constantly
updated. That's his work permit.
That's his ID card."
Lund went on to detail how he and his
associates intend to create ''a showcase,
. . . the first marriage between government, management - which is the corporation - and labor." It would be a
country where "there will be no taxes,
no import duties, and no export
duties." But with no taxes, how can you
build schools, roads, and the like? "The
corporation is the government in effect,
so any corporate profit reels off to government .... The corporation spends all
of 10% or more of its profits for the
operations of the government for the
island. . . . The corporation is wearing
more than two hats.''
When asked how the interests of Haitian workers would be represented in
this ''marriage,'' Lund gave an example
in which management might set up ''a
separate corporation owned by the master corporation," and the workers
would be "profit-sharing in that corporation. The harder they work, the
more they make. So they would share in
the profit of that individual corporation, and the profits, after that, will go
to the master corporation.'' In other
words, the "master corporation" owns
the pie, but charitably offers workers
the proverbial crumb to "motivate"
them and give them the illusion of
"worker control." If in fact any
workers were to object to the terms of
this "marriage" and make demands,
there would be a simple solution,
according to Lund. "Those that don't
work and don't want to work and cause
trouble, we'll pull their permits and
send them home."
In short, what Norman Lund describes is the ultimate super-profit making fantasy: a sort of Caribbean
''Metropolis'' with abundant cheap
labor, no unions, and above all, no environmental, labor, or tax regulations.
He envisions ultimate "free private
enterprise'' unencumbered by government since ''the corporation is the government.'' Labor would all be
"foreign" and hence deportable if
uncooperative.
Enter Dupont Caribbean, Stage Right

Ironically. this is not the first time La
Tortue has been targeted for such a project. No sooner had Haiti Progres published the Lund interview than the
paper was contacted by a Texas business
Resist Newsletter

man named Don Pierson who claimed
that Lund's plans for La Tortue were
impossible since his company, Dupont
Caribbean, Inc., already held a 99-year
lease to the island.
"We were going to develop almost
the entire island,'' Pierson said in an
interview published in Haiti Progres
(Vol. 7, No. 10, 7-13 June, 1989). "We
had over $400 million in investment
commitments [from U.S. corporations]
.... The eastern part of the island was
going to be the industrial tip. The tourist area was going to be toward the western side, and the central portion we
were going to try to keep much as it is
today; the native huts, the native style,
the native way of life as much as
possible."
Pierson signed the contract for La
Tortue with Fran~ois Duvalier's government on December 4, 1970. About
four months later, Papa Doc died.
Under Jean-Claude Duvalier's regime,
Pierson said, Dupont Caribbean continued its project, surveying the island,
drilling wells, and building an airstrip.
Heavy machinery and several pre-fab
buildings were flown in. But in March,
1973, the project was torpedoed, Pierson contends, by an unnamed minister
to whom Dupont Caribbean refused to
pay a $50,000 bribe. All the equipment

,,,...,

•hose that don't work
and don't want to work
and cause trouble, we 'II
pull their permits and send
them home.''
was seized, and the contract was annulled. Nonetheless, the U.S. State
Department has ruled that the Haitian
government breached the agreement,
according to Pierson. Therefore ''we
actually still have a legal claim to La
Tortue. Any company that might sign
another contract for La Tortue, we
could effectively block them from international financing of the project."
U.S. Military Designs?

Meanwhile, some observers wondered if more than corporate greed
might be behind this growing interest in
La Tortue and the surrounding area.
For years, reports have divulged U.S.
interest in setting up a military base in
Haiti's northwest. This region comcontinued on page seven
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COMMITTEE AGAINST
REPRESSION IN HAITI

The

reports of Ile de la Tortue's
possible cession to U.S. investors (see
accompanying article) laid the basis for
new levels of unity among the organizations comprising Haiti's popular movement during the month of June, both in
Haiti and in the U.S.
On June 23, six organizations Heads Together to Establish a Haitian
Small Peasant Movement (Tet Kole),
the Peasant Movement of Papaye
(MPP), the National Popular Assembly
(APN), the League of Former Haitian
Political Prisoners (LAPPH), the
Autonomous Confederation of Haitian
Workers (CATH), and the Popular
Council to Liberate Haiti (KPLA) held a ''Day of Information'' at the hall
of the Taxi Drivers' Union in Port-auPrince to present exposes on the history
of Haiti's struggle for sovereignty not
only with respect to La Tortue, but to a
host of other situations as well.
Eric St. Vil of Tet Kole reviewed the
record of bargaining between the Haitian and U.S. Governments for Mole
St. Nicolas, the deep-water port on the
tip of Haiti's northwest peninsula. In
1865, 1883, and 1889, three different
Haitian presidents offered it to the U.S.
for a military base. During the 1960's,
Frani;ois Duvalier offered either the
Mole or La Tortue for sale at least five
different times.
Jean-Robert Lalanne of the APN addressed the issue of the American University in Les Cayes, a U.S. A.I.D.funded English-speaking institution
presently under construction and holding classes just outside that southern
city. "In 1983, the Americans used the
presence of North American students in
Grenada as a pretext to invade that
country," Lalanne said. He also cited
how U .S.-financed pilot universities in
the Dominican Republic served as a tool
for crushing the Constitutionalist
movement of Francisco Caamafio in
1965. He read a recent open letter from
eighteen priests in Les Cayes charging
that the American University would
subvert the progressive engagement,
nationalist outlook, and ideological
clarification of its Haitian students.
Page Six

Panel from KOTlA'S June 25 event in Brooklyn: (Left to right) Jean-Baptiste Chavanne of the MPP, Franc;:ois Pierre-Louis of the APN, Ben Dupuy of KOnA. Maude
LeBlanc of KOnA. Yves Richard of CATH, Robert Owal of LAPPH

Saurel Edouard of the MPP enumerated many cases of U.S. penetration
into Haiti's agricultural sector. He said
the U.S. pla11 is to flood Haiti with
North American products, ruin peasants, and thereby transform the countryside into a gigantic factory with
cheap labor. But, he continued, ''it has
always been the peasantry that rises up
with arms in hand to defend the
country.''
Robert Duval of LAPPH focused on
the case of La Navase, a small rocky
island located halfway between Haiti
and Jamaica, that historically belongs
to Haiti. In 1856, the U.S. seized the
island to excavate tons of guano, a concentrated bird dung used in fertilizer
and other applications. The value of the
guano came to over $40 million, a sum
in effect stolen from Haiti under the law
of "might makes right." The island
now has a U.S. naval surveillance station on it.
Suzy Castor, an eminent Haitian historian and author of the book, The
American Occupation of Haiti, presented the history of U.S. strategies for
control of the Caribbean from the 19th
century until today . She stressed that
the establishment of a U.S. military
base in Haiti would undermine Haiti's
struggle for democracy, which ''is
linked to the struggle for national sovereignty. We cannot have democracy if
we do not have national sovereignty."
Resist Newsletter

Solidarity in the U.S.
The La Tortue matter also sparked
new mobilization in the Haitian diaspora in the U.S. In Miami, the organization Veye Yo, led by Father Gerard
Jean-Juste, organized a protest march
· of several hundred on June 17, to denounce the potential sale of Haitian territory. Meanwhile, in New York, after a
June 4th meeting called by the Committee Against Repression in Haiti, a new
committee was formed: the Committee
to Defend La Tortue and Mole St. Nicolas (KOTLA). The new committee
immediately organized a forum in
Brooklyn on June 25, entitled "Haiti is
not for sale, neither retail or
wholesale." The event featured important leaders from Haiti's popular movement. They made presentations to an
enthusiastic crowd, detailing the many
pitfalls and obstacles facing Haiti's
struggle for national sovereignty.
Emphasis was placed on the need for
unity in the popular camp to counter
U.S. moves.

•

This article was excerpted from a
slightly longer version which appeared
in Haiti Report, June, 1989.
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continued from page five

mands the eastern flank of the Windward Passage, the strategic deep-water
channel between Cuba and Haiti,
through which shipping to the U.S.
eastern seaboard from the Panama
Canal and oil-rich Venezuela must pass.
The search for a new base site is becoming more urgent with the lease on the
U.S. base at Guantanamo, Cuba (as
well as those in the Panama Canal
Zone) running out within the next
decade.
Often cited as the ideal location is the
natural deep-water harbor at Mole St.
Nicolas, the location of Columbus' first
landing on Hispaniola (the entire island
and off-islands of Haiti and the Dominican Republic). U.S. military personnel have repeatedly been seen surveying the harbor area over the past
twenty years, according to numerous
reports in the Haitian and international
press. The Mole is only thirty miles
from La Tortue and could even be included in the ceding of mainland territory proposed by Lund International.
Or La Tortue could be viewed as an
alternate site itself, if Mole St. Nicolas
is unobtainable.
U.S. Accomplices

Is the Lund proposal a Trojan horse
to trick international and Haitian public opinion into swallowing a military
base sold as a tourist and free trade
zone? Is it a test balloon to see the reaction of Haitian public opinion to the
idea of selling off national territory?
Such questions take on ever greater
relevance when coupled with the "coincidence'' of an article in the May 19 edition of ~he rightist weekly Haiti Observateur, appearing just before the Lund
revelations. The author Jorbin Charles
goes to great lengths to prove that Haiti
would not be ''the first country in the
world to accept that another nation establish military bases on its territory."
He asserts that countries like Cuba,
Panama, and the Philippines, which
have U.S. military bases on their soil,
have benefited from great economic
rewards. Thus, a military base at Mole
St. Nicolas would ''enormously help
. . . to raise the standard of living of inhabitants in the region and allow the
central government to meet certain budgetary obligations." Such a step is only
blocked by the ''excessive and hypocritical anti-Americanism" 'o f a minority that has neither the "courage nor
competence to make a serious analysis
of our state of misery," Charles states.
Haiti Observateur, whose editor,
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Raymond Joseph, has in the past been
linked to the CIA (see Radiographie
d'une Dictature, by Gerard PierreCharles, 1969, pp. 138-139), has often
been the mouth-piece of the U.S. State
Department within the Haitian community. The appearance of Jorbin Charles'
article in the paper could be harbinger
of a major U.S. propaganda campaign
for a military base.
However, the outcry raised against
the sale of La Tortue by the popular sector (see accompanying article) can only
give State Department strategists pause
to reflect whether they have underestimated Haitian patriotism. Already Haitian Information Minister Leonce Thelusma has felt compelled to issue two
communiques, on May 29 and June 29,
denying that he has any knowledge of
Lund International or the sale of La
Tortue. But Norman Lund maintained,
"I was down in Haiti about three months ago and met with most of the officials when I was down there ... Foreign
Affairs, Agriculture, Security .... I may
not have met with him (Minister Leonce
Thelusma) .... I was there for one day
and I met with, I think, four or five of
the ministers .... We've forwarded this
through channels for the president and
the total cabinet, of course.' '(Haiti Progres, Vol. 7, No. 11, 14-20, June, 1989)
Whether four or five ministers or the
entire government know of the Lund
proposals is not the question. What
does become clear is that corrupt government officials and the Haitian ruling
class in general have been all too ready
in the past years to sell out Haiti for
small change and personal profit. A
growing popular movement and national consciousness is making such
maneuvers harder for both the U.S. and
its agents.
•

The Committee Against Repression in
Haiti was formed in 1984 by concerned
Haitians in the U.S. to collect and disseminate information concerning ·the
human rights situation in Haiti for the
Haitian and international communities.
The Committee publishes Haiti Report
monthly. For subscription or other information, write Committee Against
Repression in Haiti, 1398 Flatbush
A venue, Brooklyn, NY 11210, or call
(718) 434-3940.

continued from page eight
Haiti Films, 1398 Flatbush Ave,

Brooklyn, NY, 11226, (718) 434-8100
Haiti Films is a collective of
Haitians and Americans founded in
1974, which has produced numerous
films and videos on Haiti.
All of Haiti Films work is done with
organizing in mind. The group is
presently working on a feature-length
documentary sequel to "Bitter Cane"
which will examine the changes that
have been taking place in Haiti since
February, 1986. The new film will
define the nature, needs, and direction
of Haiti's national struggle for
democracy, stressing the parallels with
other countries and the role of the
U.S.
When it was revealed in June that a
U.S. firm intended to buy the Ile de la
Tortue off Haiti's north coast (see
article, this issue), it raised immediate
alarm among Haitian nationalists who
oppose the sale of Haitian territory
under any circumstances. A number
of meetings and conferences were held
both in Haiti and the U.S. The Kole
Zepol (Stand United) Video Project
team travelled to Tortue to document
the situation and produced a short
videotape. A few weeks later, at the
end of June, the tape was finished in
Haiti and premiered to a packed
auditorium in Brooklyn, where the
popular movement's most prominent
leaders addressed the group on the
current situation and the issues at
stake.
Resist's grant went toward national
distribution of the video.

• •••

• •••

Abortion Rights

•

continued from page four

guage on reproductive rights. But National Assembly President Carlos
Nufiez agreed with a recent petition
from AMNLAE that it was time for the
legislature to take up the issue. Nufiez
also said it was up to the women's association to educate the public on the
abortion issue .
Abortion rights advocates say they
are up to the task. "Women are dying
everyday from abortions practiced in
almost subhuman conditions,'' said
Maria Lourdes Bolafios. "Something
has to change s~on. ''

•

Julie Light is a correspondent for Pacifica Radio and the Guardian newspaper
living and working in Managua.
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The grant reports in this issue highlight some of the projects recently
funded by Resist in Central and Latin
America and the Caribbean. The
information in these reports generally
comes from the groups themselves.
For more details write to them at the
addresses provided.
Committee on U .S.-Latin American
Relations (CUSLAR), 0-29 Anabel

Taylor Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853. (607)
255-7293.
The Committee on U.S. Latin
American Relations (CUSLAR) is one
of the longest-lived solidarity
organizations in the country. Now
entering its 25th year, the group has
been a stepping stone toward a
lifetime of activism for many of its
members (including this Resist
newsletter editor who received a substantial portion of her political education at CUSLAR sponsored events in
Ithaca). The organization was
founded on the Cornell campus in
1965 in response to the U.S. invasion
of the Dominican Republic. Initially it
Join the Resist Pledge Program
We'd like you to consider becoming
a Resist Pledge. Pledges account for
over 30% of our income. By becoming a pledge, you help guarantee
Resist a fixed and dependable
source of income on which we can
build our grant making program. In
return, we will send you a monthly
pledge letter and reminder, along
with your newsletter. We will keep
you up-to-date on the groups we
have funded, and the other work being done at Resist. So take the
plunge and become a Resist pledge!
We count on you, and the groups we
fund count on us.
___ Yes, I would like to become
a Resist pledge. I'd like to pledge
$ ____ / _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, 2x
a year, yearly).
___ Enclosed is my contribution
of$ _ __

___ I'm not enclosing my contribution, but please bill me starting
with the next newsletter.
Name
Address
City /State/Zip
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formed as a study group of members
of the religious community who
wanted to increase their understanding
of U.S. policy toward Latin America
and its implications. The group soon
evolved toward activism and expanded
its membership. In 1975 it became
part of the umbrella organization,
Center for Religion, Ethics and Social
Policy, and is now closely associated
with the larger community of progressive organizations in central New
York state.
The focus of CUSLAR's work has
changed as the times demanded,
centering largely on Chile in the '70s,
Central America in the '80s, and now
anticipating the need to address the
international debt crisis, global
environmental issues, and the situation of Latino refugees in the U.S.
CUSLAR is guided by its commitment
to promote North American understanding of the real effects of U.S.
military and economic intervention in
Latin America, and to expose the
threat to democracy here at home
when our government makes policy in
secret, selling it to the public by playing on unsubstantiated fears.
The organization sponsors a range
of events and projects including film
and speaker series, conferences
(including 1988 forums on Haiti and
on Race and Class in Latin American
Popular Music) and the publication of
a newsletter. A recent issue addressed
labor struggles in Brazil and El
Salvador. Resist's grant went to a
special newsletter issue in preparation
for CUSLAR's 25th anniversary
celebration, scheduled for next
summer. The event will draw together
former CUSLAR members and others
for a weekend of workshops, cultural
events and speakers. It will be a time
for reflection on the successes and
weaknesses of the solidarity movement
overall, and a chance to solidify
support for another 25 years of
CUSLAR activism (unless U.S. policy
toward Latin America is reversed
first!). Best wishes from all of us at
Resist on your anniversary!
Working Classroom, 218A Gold, SW,
Albuquerque, NM, 87102. (505)
242-9267.
Working Classroom began in 1978
when a group of writers and educators
in Albuquerque began looking for
ways to expand writing opportunities
Resist Newsletter

for people in oppressed communities.
Working Classroom Storytellers, a
project of Working Classroom, is a
group of adult and student artists
promoting bilingual literacy, community art and theatre, and economic
development. For three years the
group (which includes Mexicano,
Chicano, Navajo, Creole, Spanish and
English-speaking writers recruited
from schools, community centers and
prisons) has been providing books in
Spanish and English for children in
the bilingual schools on the Atlantic
coast of Nicaragua. More than 50
New Mexican children have written,
illustrated and raised money to print
and deliver 4,000 original books to
Bluefields, Nicaragua.
This year the project expanded.
During a ten-week workshop the
group wrote a bilingual play reflecting
the project's history and purpose:
participants described how the project
has affected their sense of themselves
and the world. The dialog alternated
with dramatic adaptations of their
work, video footage of children in
Nicaraguan schools reading from the
books, and letters from Nicaraguan
students and teachers.
The purpose of this workshop and
the other activities of the group
(including readings at libraries and
bookstores and the development of a
writing project for Salvadoran refugee
children) is to create a context for
political and artistic collaboration
across cultures, and to promote
bilingual literacy at a time when that
very concept is under attack in the
U.S.
An additional project of the group
this summer was an outdoor festival
called Mano a Mano: Creating
Community /Hand in Hand: Creando
Comunidad. The festival inaugurated
a collaborative art exhibit presenting
work of ten adult and ten student
artists. The proceeds from the festival
went to replace the 4,000 books
previously donated to Bluefields, all
of which were destroyed by Hurricane
Joan. In August project participants
traveled to Nicaragua to present the
material aid and conduct art, theatre
and writing workshops. Resist's grant
was used to pay a stipend to three
students who served as apprentice
artistic facilitators during the summer
workshops.
continued on page seven
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